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NCLB Terms 
 

 
HOUSSE (High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation): 
 
Experienced teachers who do not meet the same criteria as new teachers (major or minor plus 
state test) and are not National Board Certified in content must demonstrate competence in all 
the academic subjects in which the teacher teaches, based on a high objective state standard of 
evaluation.  The standard must be:  
 

• set by the state for both grade-appropriate academic subject matter knowledge and 
teaching skill;  

• aligned with challenging state academic standards;  
• provide objective, coherent information about the teacher’s attainment of core content 

knowledge;   
• applied uniformly to all teachers in the same academic subject and the same grade level 

throughout the state; 
• take into consideration the time the teacher has been teaching the content;   
• made available to the public; and  
• may involve multiple objective measures of competency (for Michigan’s definition, see 

SBE April 24, 2003).   
 
 
Quality Alternative Preparation Program:   
 
Those programs, particularly for those who come to the classroom with content knowledge and 
life experience, in which the prospective teacher: 

• receives high quality professional development that is sustained, intensive and classroom 
focused; 

• participates in a program of intensive supervision that consists of structured guidance and 
regular ongoing support for teachers or a teacher mentoring program; 

• assumes functions of a teacher for up to a period of no longer than 3 years; 
• demonstrates satisfactory progress toward full state certification. 

 
 
Quality Preparation in Reading:   
 
Michigan’s Reading First Grant program requires that the state review all required reading 
courses within the teacher preparation programs for Michigan teachers, for understanding of 
literacy content, assessment and pedagogy that meet federal Reading First and state legislative 
criteria. 
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